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Funtastic Family Fair  
Great Success! 

 

On Friday August 1, 2014 over 600 people turned out for the Funtastic  Family 

Fair at Deckerville Community Schools hosted by Deckerville Community  

Hospital and Autumnwood of Deckerville.  This exciting event included a     

variety of exhibits, demonstrations, training, hands-on experiences and         

community programs combined to promote community interest in general 

health. The campus of Deckerville Community Schools became a focal point for 

this event bringing families together for health and safety information and     

resources in a fun atmosphere.   

Extensive public awareness and  participation included 206 kids and 134 

adults registered for the Fit by Four program, hosted by The Healthy         

Lifestyles Coalition of Sanilac County.  Over 150 kids were escorted through 

the Harbor Beach Fire Department Smoke House by Deckerville Firefighter 

Joe Kubik.  Deckerville Community Hospital and Autumnwood of            

Deckerville discussed bike safety and measured children for bike helmets and 

100 lucky kids were given free helmets.  The Deckerville Masons Marion 

Lodge #392 F & AM saw 98 children complete their Child ID program; the 

Lions Club International members performed 70 vision screenings for kids; 

the Sanilac Chapter of Gideons International handed out 60 Bibles and        

Testaments; and Matt Gezequel 

with the Safe Kids program checked 30 child safety seats, and       

replaced at no charge, 20 of those that did not pass inspection.  Area 

families experienced many outstanding exhibits, demonstrations, 

trainings, hands-on experiences and community programs that       

entertained and engaged people in health, fitness and safety; complete 

with a Life Net Helicopter, Harvey the Penguin from Home &      

Hospice Advantage’s Camp Good Grief, Cotton Candy and a        

concession stand hosted by the Deckerville Community Hospital     

Activities & Recognition Committee! 

 

Supporters included Sanilac County Healthy Lifestyles Coalition,       

Cardiology Associates of Port Huron, MSU Extension offices, The 

Sanilac County Health Department, Arnold Apiaries, Alpha & Omega 

Home Health, LLC, the Robert Charles Cole Foundation, Emterra,       

Dr. & Mrs. John C. Liao, Michigan Sugar and Thumb Cellular.  
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DCH UPCOMING EVENTS 

“Sharing a Community… And A Commitment”  

August 27th—First Aid Class— 5:00pm to 8:00pm  
Hospital Conference Room—Call (810) 376-2835 for 
more information 
September 28th—Deckerville Hospital Auxiliary— 
Detroit Tiger’s Tour SOLD OUT— 
October 18th—Deckerville Hospital Auxiliary—October Fun 
November 15th—Deckerville Hospital Auxiliary—Cookie Walk & Quilt Raffle 
March 28th, 2015—Second Annual Pheasant Hunt Hospital Fundraiser—SAVE THE DATE 



Dr. Afaneh  

     Deckerville Community Hospital is honored to announce that Bassam Afaneh, MD has met the requirements 
of the American Board of Pediatrics for Maintenance of Certification and is designated a Diplomate certified in 
pediatrics. 

     Dr. Afaneh became certified in 1993 and has continuously maintained 
diplomatic status since then.  Maintenance of  Certification (MOC) is     
designed for pediatricians who wish to demonstrate to patients, colleagues, 
and health care organizations, ongoing professional development that      
results in quality patient care.  Meeting the requirements for MOC is a     
commitment to quality and influences better care. The ABP is committed to 
making MOC a benchmark standard that fulfills multiple requirements for 

licensing, accreditation, and  hospital credentialing. 

     Founded in 1933, the American Board of Pediatrics (ABP) is one of the 24 
certifying boards of the American Board of Medical Specialties (ABMS). The 
ABP is an independent,  nonprofit organization whose certificate is recognized 
throughout the world as a credential signifying a high level of physician             
competence. 

     A member of the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP), Dr. Afaneh, MD, 
F.A.A.P. is also designated as a  Fellow of the AAP. The AAP is committed to the 
attainment of optimal physical, mental, and social health for all infants, children, 
adolescents, and young adults. 

     “We are very fortunate and pleased to have Bassam Afaneh on our staff”, says 
David West, DCH Administrator.  Dr. Afaneh has such a passion for his          
profession; his dedication to his patients and our hospital is invaluable.  He is the only board certified             
pediatrician in our county which reaffirms our commitment to offering care of the highest excellence”.    

      Dr. Afaneh has been part of DCH for fourteen years.  He currently serves as Chief of Staff and is a principal 
provider at Deckerville HealthCare Services on Black River Street.  

    FREE FRESH PRODUCE IS AVAILABLE 

Community Garden 

 
      Deckerville Community Hospital’s community 

garden, which  officially opened in May, has since  

exploded with life. The plots that were once mere 

squares of dirt are now lush and full of healthy and 

delicious vegetables. 

      As summer has reached its peak, the garden’s   

veggies have ripened and are ready for harvest. 

      Since the vegetables have begun ripening, Kari 

Kennamer, our Hospital Gardner, along with Dan 

Griggs, staff and community members, has been     

coming to the garden daily.  Here a number of        

volunteers tend to the plots, which involves everything 

from weeding to harvesting ready veggies. 

     The groups work together, learning as they go 

along. Sometimes there are just a couple of  volunteers, 

while other days the garden is filled with many helping 

hands.   If you have not yet  participated, it is not too 

late to join with others to weed and harvest our        

community garden.   

     Some veggies including cucumbers, zucchini, lettuce, peppers and herbs 

are ready to be harvested while other veggies will continue to ripen and be 

ready to harvest over the next two or three weeks including tomatoes, peas, 

beans and 

squash.     

We Treat You Like Family 

August is National Immunization Awareness Month  
 

     The purpose of this observance is to highlight the importance of               

immunizations, one of the top 10 public health accomplishments of the 20th 

Century, according to the Centers for Disease Control & Prevention (CDC). 

     While immunizations have significantly reduced the incidence of many    

serious infectious diseases, vaccination rates for some diseases are not meeting 

national public health goals. And we need to remind people that immunizations 

aren’t just for children. They are needed throughout our lifetime. 

It’s Time To Consider The Flu Shot and You! 

     The CDC recommends a yearly flu vaccine for everyone 6 months of age 

and older as the first and most important step in protecting against this serious 

disease. While there are many different flu viruses, the seasonal flu vaccine is designed to protect against the 

top three or four flu viruses that research indicates will cause the most illness during the flu season. People 

should begin getting  vaccinated soon after flu vaccine becomes available, ideally by October, to ensure that 

as many people as possible are protected before flu season begins. 
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